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Southside Update – April 2021 
 
Local Officers continue to carry out vehicle and foot patrols across the South East area including the 
Southside area. As part of our duties we carry out vehicle speed checks, high visibility and plain 
clothes patrols, provide crime prevention advice and take part in local dedicated operations.  
 
Officers carried out speed checks in Grange Road, Mayfield Road and Craighouse Gardens on 
08/04/2021. The locations in which the speed gun can be used are selected by constituent 
complaints of speeding, officer observations and data that is provided by traffic monitoring strips 
throughout the area. However not all locations are suitable for the use of the speed gun due to the 
physical constraints of the street.   
 
Road safety is a priority for the area and officers within the community policing team regularly use 
the speed gun to deter and apprehend offenders. Additionally, Community Speedwatch is being 
implemented and will be trialled in the Southside of Edinburgh once COVID restrictions allow. 
 
If there are any specific issues or questions you would like to ask please contact 
EdinburghCPTSouthEast@scotland.pnn.police.uk  
 
Crime falls and detection rate rises in Edinburgh 
Almost 4,000 fewer crimes have been recorded in Edinburgh, while the country continues to address 
the ongoing COVID-19 pandemic. Overall crime in the city has fallen by 3,810 incidents, compared to 
the same period the previous year. In addition, overall crime detection has improved by 6% during 
this time. 
 
With coronavirus restrictions having been in place throughout 2020, much of the Capital’s 
population remained at home for large parts of the year and this has played a role in reducing the 
number of domestic housebreaking, with 287 fewer reports being made. However, non-domestic 
housebreaking, which includes businesses, sheds, garages and other outbuildings has risen, with 309 
more incidents being recorded. Tackling acquisitive crime remains a priority.  
 
A key focus for the division is tackling violent crime and the continued work around these offences 
has seen serious assaults reduce from 260 to 180, while there were almost 800 fewer common 
assaults recorded. The impactful crime of robbery has also seen a marked reduction, falling from 207 
to 161 crimes. 
 
Operation Proust  
Throughout March and April 2021 Police Scotland have been tackling anti-social and criminal 
behaviour on Lothian Bus services across the city. We have deployed officers in uniform and plain 
clothes, taking enforcement action when crimes are committed as well as engaging with young 
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people. A number of youths have been charged with culpable and reckless conduct after being 
identified throwing items at a passing buses. Furthermore, uniformed officers and plain clothed 
officers were deployed to known hot-spots. We will continue our efforts to tackle this issue and 
work with partners, including youth workers, educational establishments and Lothian Buses. We 
would like the help of the community to help raise the issue and encourage responsible behaviour 
through highlighting the dangers. 
 
The Meadows  
We are aware and have responded to numerous calls of antisocial behaviour, violence and groups of 
people gathering in the Meadows. The Local Area Commander, Chief Inspector Sam Ainslie, has 
published this response –  
 
Firstly, I wish to acknowledge, and indeed, share your concerns in relation to the well documented 
instances of disorder within the Meadows, and surrounding areas, over the Easter weekend. I think 
it's important to highlight that we are never complacent in relation to anti-social behaviour. All of my 
Community Policing Teams and I recognise the negative impact that such mindless and selfish 
behaviours have on community wellbeing.  
 
As a large, open and easily accessible green space, the Meadows is routinely utilised by a range of 
individuals, including local residents, families, and as a meeting place for young people, and despite 
the challenges of the weekend, the vast majority enjoyed the good weather without issue or cause 
for concern.  
 
With regards to our policing response, dedicated officers on mobile and foot patrols were deployed 
over the weekend. In addition to this, a suite of measures agreed at the South East's Community 
Improvement Partnership (CIP) were also in place including engagement with local retailers, access 
to the City of Edinburgh Council's (CEC) CCTV van, enhanced cover from CEC's Street Enforcement 
Officers, Park Rangers and Street Cleansing, third sector youth engagement provision (6VT) and 
increased opening hours for the on-site toilets.  
 
As part of the Local Area Commander's preventative communication strategy, messaging was shared 
with our established partnership networks including yourselves, School Link Officers, Edinburgh 
University and youth engagement service providers throughout the City and across other local 
policing divisions. This regional approach both recognised, and sought to deter, young people from 
out with the local area and out with Edinburgh, from meeting at the Meadows. Relatedly, British 
Transport Police colleagues and transport providers (buses / trams / trains) were also briefed in this 
regard. Notwithstanding the significant proactive messaging, planning, consultation and resource 
commitment, we experienced pockets of disorder, predominantly focused during Saturday evening. 
Consequently, we supplemented our detail with specialist resources drawn from our regional 
Flexible Resource Unit, irrespective of which, we unfortunately received reports of a serious assault 
proximate to the Meadows, with an officer also having been assaulted.  
 
From our enquiries to date, it would appear that there was a core group of individuals who attended 
at the Meadows with the express purpose of causing disorder, and whilst I can advise that a number 
of parties have already been identified, charged and reported, a number remain outstanding. These 
behaviours will not be tolerated and I have established a dedicated investigation team, formed from 
CID resources and community based proactive teams from across our 4 local policing areas. As a 
priority, officers are reviewing CCTV and social media footage to identify, trace and hold individuals 
to account.  
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Moving forward, dedicated resources will be in place throughout this week, with enhanced provision 
at the weekend and, having already liaised with senior colleagues from City of Edinburgh Council, 
their support continues.  
 
To address legitimate community concerns around non-adherence with Coronavirus regulations, in 
an addition to the large acreage of the Meadows, available resource requires to flex to service our 
Response policing demand and other competing demands within analogous areas across the City, 
and whilst not exhaustive, this includes Portobello beach, Cramond and the Pentlands. Whilst recent 
messaging has iterated and reiterated personal, and indeed, parental responsibilities in this regard, 
as I am sure you will appreciate, we require to prioritise our resource to meet those incidents 
presenting immediate threat and risk.  
 
In considering our policing approach, and as previously widely communicated, we will continue to 
engage with the public, explain the legislation and encourage compliance, reverting to enforcement 
under terms of the Coronavirus Regulations, or indeed, utilising Edinburgh's Alcohol Byelaw, where 
appropriate.  
 
I hope the foregoing provides some context and reassurance, not only for the weekend past but for 
the days to come. 
 
Doorstep crime  
These incidents can have a devastating and lasting effect on victims from disruption to their homes, 
or property and financial loss that impacts heavily on their emotional wellbeing and health.  
This is why we feel it is so important to run, a yearly Shut Out Scammers campaign, in our effort to 
raise awareness and provide guidance on the matter of doorstep crime.  
 
This year’s campaigns titled ‘It is not easy to spot a rogue trader’ aims to highlight the signs to look 
out for when trying to identify a rogue trader or bogus caller at your door, and the support 
mechanisms available to help you do this.  
 
It's not always easy to spot a rogue trader. They will often look genuine. They will look professional, 
have a branded van, a website, and business cards. They may even have their company listed on 
review sites, and appear to be endorsed by reputable trade associations. They may look authentic, 
but cowboy traders just want to scam you. Don’t let scammers in to your home.  
 
How Can You Spot a Rogue Trader? 
The most common types of work offered are roofing, driveways and gardening. They mainly operate 
during the spring and summer months when lots of people are looking to get work done around the 
house and garden. It is difficult to tell the difference from a real tradesman however they will: 
 

 Offer to do small jobs cheaper than competitors. However, once started they claim that 
urgent and more expensive repair work is needed on your property when this is not the 
case. 

 Claim they can start immediately and offer special discounted deals if you pay in cash now, 
trying to rush your decision. 

 Complete similar work in your area to give you confidence in them. However, scammers 
have been known to finish one job in order to get into a local area. They then go on to scam, 
mislead and overcharge additional customers in the surrounding area. 

 They can have a local telephone number and claim to have a local business premises. 
Telephone numbers can now be purchased and business units can be let short term. 
Scammers will often go to great lengths to make you believe they are local. 
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 They may even drive a branded vehicle and have a website that they can direct you to are 
able to supply a business card. 

 
Due to the current COVID 19 pandemic, remember that you and the tradespersons should adhere to 
the social distancing guidelines to keep safe. Call 101 to report any suspicious activity. If you feel 
scared or threatened call 999 and ask for the police. For more information on spotting the signs of a 
rogue trader visit Trading Standards website. 
 
What can you do to shut out the scammers? 

 If you don’t want any cold callers, you can request a No Cold Calling sticker from your local 
Trading Standards office. 

 Always ask for identification. 
 Ask to see a business card or letterhead for full contact details for the company. Call the 

business to check it exists and that the contractor does work for them. 
 Request to see proof of qualifications in their trade. 
 Consult your local Trusted Trader Scheme via approvedtrader.scot and obtain three quotes 

for any maintenance work. 
 Check to see if the contractor is a member of a trade association by searching the trade 

association websites. 
 Never feel pressured into making a decision on the spot. Any legitimate trader will be happy 

to return at a later date, use this time to research their business. 
 Never agree to a trader starting work straight away and never hand over any money without 

seeing proper paperwork. 
 Making sure that you understand the terms and conditions, including cancellation rights. 

Make use of your cooling off period to think about the proposed work. 
 Never be afraid to say ‘No thank you’ and close the door. 
 You can also sign up to the Neighbourhood Watch Scotland Alert system to receive timely 

alerts about local crime prevention and safety issues from partners such as Police Scotland. 
 

https://www.neighbourhoodwatchscotland.co.uk/sign-upfor-alerts

